
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Southside 
Early Childhood Center – “Where Children Come First!”  We are 
excited and looking forward to a very unique and successful year 
due to our wonderfully dedicated faculty and staff.  This agenda 
book is designed with you and your child in mind.  Please read it 
carefully.  You will find not only policy information, but also a list 
noting important dates.  

On behalf of the faculty and staff, I invite you to join the 
Parent-Teachers’ Organization, become a school volunteer, and get 
to know your child’s teacher, and react and respond to notes or 
communications from school.  Again, welcome to Southside Early 
Childhood Center! 
 
Sincerely, 
Patricia A. Toney 
Principal 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Challenge Our Children to Become Lifelong Learners 
 
READING AND WRITING EXPECTATIONS FOR KINDERGARTEN 

● By May, 5K students should be able to identify all upper and lower 
case letters of the alphabet. 

● By May, 5K students should be able to read 90% of the high 
frequency words from the 5K progress report.  

● By May, 5K students should be able to write 2 complete sentences on 
a topic. 

● By May, 5K students should be able to read a text on grade level and 
answer 80% of the questions orally about the text. 

 

Instructional Program  
This information is for parents about our instructional strategies and 
activities that we use to help teach the standards.  If there is anything that we 
can explain to you or show you, please contact the school.  You may call Pat 
Toney at 843-857-3310 or Rachel Marino at 843-857-3314. 
  

Reading/ Language Arts/ Writing 
Five components in the balanced literacy program are used: 

Shared Reading Experience, Flexible Guided Reading & Literacy Workstations, 
Independent Reading & Conferencing, Independent Writing & Conferencing, Interactive 
Read Aloud 

The components of the early reading program are modeled after the National Reading 
Panel Research. 

Our balanced literacy program is modeled on reading research about effective reading 
practices. 

South Carolina State Standards and indicators are used. 

Reading Intervention provides small group instruction for students who do not meet 
benchmarks and qualify for the program. 
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Fountas and Pinnell Reading Assessments are done three times per year to pinpoint areas 
needing improvement and strengths for 5K. 

PALS is the 4K assessment and is completed 3 times per year. 

KRA is the 5K assessment and is completed at the beginning of the school year. 

Primary MAP helps diagnose individual reading and math difficulties and is given to all 
5K. 

Media Center with up-to-date books. 

Fast ForWord is a language and literacy intervention program done on iPads for all 
students in 4K and 5K.  

Math/ Science/ Social Studies 
South Carolina State Standards and indicators are used. 

Large & Small Group Instruction 

Primary MAP is given to assess strengths and areas needing improvement to support 
student learning in math. 

Math Manipulatives - the use of solid models and blocks to perform math problems in 
classrooms 

Other 
Free Choice Centers 

Field Trips 

Highly Qualified faculty, staff, and administration 

PD360 and other Professional Development for teachers and staff 
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS  

 
 
Office 857-3310 

 
Fax 857-3315  

 
Cafeteria 857-3316  
 
Nurse 857-3313  

 
Media Center 857-3319  

 
 
WEBSITES 
 
Southside Early Childhood Center Like Us On Facebook! 
http://sse.dcsdschools.org/home.aspx 
 
Darlington County School District 
www.darlington.k12.sc.us  
 
South Carolina Department of Education 
http://ed.sc.gov/ 

 
COMER SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
We are excited to continue the Comer Model at Southside this school year. 
This model strives to educate your child by utilizing six developmental 
pathways which are listed with a description below.  As a part of this model, 
parents are strongly encouraged to be actively involved in this partnership. 
Physical – Increase capacity for healthy functioning of all the systems in the 
body. 
Ethical – Increase their capacity for behaving with justice and fairness 
toward themselves and others. 
Psychological – Increase their capacity for self-acceptance and 
self-confidence during the ongoing process of identity formation. 
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Cognitive – Increase their capacity to think for themselves, to plan 
strategically and effectively, to solve problems in different contexts, to set 
goals for themselves, and to work with focused attention to accomplish those 
goals.  
Language – Increase their capacity for receptive and expressive language in 
a variety of contexts. 
Social – Increase their capacity to build healthy relationships across the 
range of human diversity. 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG 
CHILDREN (NAEYC) 
Our program has achieved accreditation by the NAEYC.  This is the highest 
accreditation in the nation that a school can receive for early childhood 
education.  We will continue to strive to maintain this level of excellence.  
 
TITLE I 
Southside Early Childhood Center is a Schoolwide Title I school.  Title I is a 
federally funded program that provides our school with additional funds. 
These funds are used to provide additional resources to help our children 
with reading and math.  Title I keeps teachers informed of the best practices 
of instruction by providing training.  This program provides resources for 
parents also because we recognize that parents play a vital role in their 
child’s education.  For more information on Title I, a copy of our plan is in 
the school’s office and can be viewed upon request.   
 
MEDIA CENTER 
All students have a scheduled library time each week.  Library books are 
checked out and time is provided to participate in other library-related 
activities.  Students are responsible for books checked out of the library. 
Parents are responsible for reimbursing the school office for lost library 
books.  
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 
Our staff will begin morning supervision at 7:00 a.m.  For the safety of our 
children, do not leave your child alone to enter the building.  An adult staff 
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member will meet your child at your vehicle. Students SHOULD NOT be 
left at school before this time.  Breakfast is served from 7:00 a.m. – 7:30 
a.m.  The school day begins at 7:30 a.m. and ends at 2:00 p.m.  If your 
child arrives after 7:40 a.m., they must be signed in at the main office 
and they will be counted as tardy. 
Full-day students that are bus riders will be dismissed at 1:50 p.m.  Car 
riders will be dismissed at 2:00 p.m.  Supervision ends at 2:30 p.m.  We are 
not responsible for students other than the times stated above.  Students who 
are not picked up by 2:30 p.m. may be charged a fee for babysitting. 
*For the safety of our children, all drivers should follow traffic patterns and 
signs.  Turn off all cell phones.  Bus traffic will use the side of the campus 
by the front doors in the morning.  Car traffic will use the side of the campus 
by the softball field.  All cars are to line up on Southside Drive (across the 
street in front of the school) in the afternoon.  
*Every minute of kindergarten is important instructional time.  Please 
schedule medical appointments after school hours.  In the event that you 
need your child before dismissal time, make sure to sign him/her out in 
the main office before 1:30 p.m.  If you come after 1:30, you will be 
requested to wait until car riders’ dismissal at 2:00 p.m. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
As our little ones begin to experience this first formal learning environment, 
our staff will assist in guiding our children with character education traits, 
which encourage students to treat each other and themselves with respect. 
The school follows the school district’s discipline policy. 
 
WHAT IF MY CHILD IS SICK? 
If your child is sick, be sure to call Southside and let us know.  Parents must 
send a written excuse for any absences.  Parent notes or Doctor excuses must 
be turned in within 5 days of student’s return.  State law allows no more than 
ten (10) days unexcused.  
*If your child needs to take medication, please administer the dosage before 
school and after school.  Inform your child's teacher in case there are side 
effects that may need special attention.  Medicine should not be sent to 
school by students.  
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*Students needing medication while at school MUST have a permission 
form signed by the parent/guardian and/or doctor.  A labeled bottle with the 
student's name and dosage is required by law and must be brought to the 
school office.  All prescription/non-prescription medication must be kept in 
the office at all times.  *A child with a fever should be kept home from 
school.  The child cannot return unless he or she has been fever free 
without medication for 24 hours. This allows the sick child to get better 
faster and prevents others from possible exposure to the same "bug". 
 
FOOD SERVICE 
Students arriving late will not be served breakfast with the exception of late 
bus riders.  Southside has universal breakfast; therefore, all of our students 
eat free breakfast regardless of their lunch classification.  Students arriving 
after 7:30 a.m. will not be served breakfast. 
 
SCHOOL SAFETY 
*Staff members will greet and assist students from cars and buses each 
morning.  If there is a change in the authorization for pick-up, parents must 
notify the office in writing.  Children will not be released to anyone not 
recognized by the staff on your list to pick up your child.  Identification is 
required for anyone wishing to sign out or pick up a child.  All visitors must 
use the main office entrance. 
*Safety drills such as fire, earthquake, and tornado drills will occur on our 
campus.  Staff members will go over the process repeatedly with the 
children so that these DRILLS will not upset your child.  You may also want 
to discuss and practice these drills at home as well. 
 
FIRE DRILL - A loud "bong" sound is heard.  Everyone is directed out of 
the building using the nearest exterior doors.  It does not matter where you 
are, just leave with your teacher. 
 
EARTHQUAKE DRILL - Several "bongs" are heard.  Move immediately 
under furniture such as tables or desks to prevent any falling items from 
hitting your head. 
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TORNADO DRILLS - A series of short bells will sound.  Teachers will 
direct students into the halls away from glass windows. 
1.  Sit on the floor with your head facing the wall. 
2.  Hold your arms over your head and put your head between your knees. 
3.  Remain quiet until a regular bell rings signaling all clear.  Earthquake and 
tornado drills are held during the fall and spring months to coincide with 
weather seasons in which they are more likely to occur.  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
A written notice must be sent to the school prior to 1:30 p.m. if there is 
going to be a change in the way a student goes home.  Parents need to 
understand that we may not be able to accommodate a change in 
transportation if we do not receive written notification prior to 1:30 p.m.  
Without written permission, the school cannot change the way the student 
normally goes home.  It is extremely important that students are dropped off 
at school promptly and picked up immediately after school. 
  
CAR RIDERS 
Car riders are dismissed at 2:00 p.m. daily.  To shorten your wait in line, 
while not compromising the safety of the students, parents are asked to be 
alert and follow the directions of the teachers on duty.  Your child will not 
be released unless you present your car tag.  If you do not have your car tag, 
you will have to get out of the car line and report to the main office with 
identification for a temporary pass.  Additional car tags can be purchased in 
the school office for $5.00.  TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES. 
 
 
 
BUS RIDERS 
All students must be on good behavior at all times while riding a bus.  Under 
state law, the bus driver is   responsible for all students' behavior.  The driver 
may, with the approval of the principal or superintendent of the schools, 
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suspend a pupil or pupils from riding the bus for misconduct beyond 
reasonable control. 
First Referral:  Warning 

Second Referral:  Suspension from the bus and/or parent conference needed. 

Third Referral:  One-day suspension from the bus and/or parent conference needed. 

Fourth Referral:  Three-day suspension from the bus and/or parent conference 
needed. 

Fifth Referral:  Five days suspension from the bus and/or parent conference needed. 

Sixth Referral and Subsequent Referrals:  A referral to the district hearing office to 
determine if bus riding privileges should be taken away.  Student is suspended from 
riding the bus until the hearing is held. 

 
BUS RULES 
Drivers will assign students to seats.   Prior to a referral to an administrator, 
the driver will have done one or more of the following: given the student a 
verbal or written   reprimand or reassign the student to a specific seat. 
1. Students must respect the rights of others and refrain from hitting, pushing, 

      name-calling or harassing other students. 

 2.  Students must follow directions of the driver. 

 3.  Students must sit in their assigned seats while the bus is in motion. 

 4.  Students must follow all bus safety rules and procedures. 

 5.  Severe offenses will be dealt with in accordance with the Elementary Student  

      Behavior Guidelines. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 
The outside classroom learning experience, commonly known as a "field 
trip", is a type of learning which gets students away from the traditional 
classroom setting and into a new environment throughout the year.  The 
benefits of field trips help develop the children’s six developmental 
pathways by promoting active learning - allowing students to be actively 
engaged in the learning process and with the subject matter of the 
curriculum; building learning communities within the classroom; promoting 
critical thinking skills; and addressing different forms of learning styles in 
children. 
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The school plans many different kinds of field trips ranging from brief trips 
outside the classroom during regular school hours to trips that extend beyond 
normal class time.  Examples include seasonal trips to a pumpkin and 
strawberry patch, visiting local farms in the area, trips to the zoo, aquarium, 
or children’s museums, and visiting various other places throughout our 
community.  
Southside Early Childhood Center recognizes that the use of field trips both 
extend and enhance educational and learning opportunities of the students. 
We also acknowledge that the schools’ resources are limited and field trips 
are considered extracurricular activities. Therefore, field trip requests must 
be supplemented.  
We thank you for the opportunity to have your child participate in learning 
experiences outside the classroom. Your assistance is greatly appreciated. If 
you have any questions, please contact the school office or your child’s 
classroom teacher. 
 
PROCEDURE FOR PARENT CONCERNS 
 
Our Philosophy - Parent Involvement produces a stronger, healthier, happier 
school environment with students who achieve greater academic gains.  Just 
know that your opinions and concerns are important to us. 
 
If and When you have a question, complaint, or concern: 
 
1.  Contact the individual teacher first with classroom concerns. Each 
teacher has an individual phone number for voice mail that can be used to 
leave messages.  You may also visit our school website at 
sse.dcsdschools.org and send the teacher an e-mail.  
2.  Contact Rachel Marino who is the Coordinating Teacher and is 
responsible for parent involvement activities and consultation by phone at 
843-857-3314.  
3.  You can also send any request in writing by your child to school. 
The teacher will send this request on to Mrs. Toney or Mrs. Marino, who are 
responsible for getting back to the parent with the requested information as 
soon as possible depending upon the nature of the information needed. 
(Some information may only take a day to respond to and some may take up 
to five school days.)  If a response will take longer than expected, you will 
be notified by phone or a note will be sent home by your child. 
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4.  If you have not received a satisfactory response within one week, you 
may then call the Principal, Mrs. Pat Toney at 843-857-3310. 
 
We have plans to keep parents involved. 
1.  Contacts by Teachers 

Contacts by phone, email, or note 
          Requests for Individual Conferences  
          Parent/School Communication Folders  
          Weekly Classroom Newsletters 

School web-site www.sse.dcsdschools.org  
2.  Contacts at the School Level  

PTO meetings and Open House Title I Visitation Week 
Volunteer opportunities  

          District Conference days 
Title I Annual Meeting Newsletters and Surveys  

3.  Workshops and Parent Training Sessions
4.  Other Opportunities 

School Improvement Council Parent Team 
Title I Planning Committee  

 
PROCEDURE FOR PARENT PARTICIPATION  
Contact Mrs. Marino at 843-857-3314 if you would like to volunteer to help 
with activities at the school.  Contact classroom teachers if you would like to 
volunteer to help with activities in the classrooms. 
 
PROCEDURE FOR PARENT SUGGESTIONS 
Southside ECC welcomes any parent suggestions.  If you would like to make 
a suggestion about something dealing with our school, please write your 
suggestion, place it in an envelope and put Mrs. Marino or Mrs. Toney on 
the front.  Your suggestion will be taken to the appropriate committee and 
voted on if necessary.  If it is an issue that can be handled without a 
committee it will be done.  If you make a written suggestion, you will get a 
timely response depending upon how the suggestion needs to be handled.  
 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
We recognize the importance parent involvement has in the academic 
development of our students.  We welcome and invite parents into the school 
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to assist in the classroom, have lunch with their child, and to participate in 
our teaching and learning environment.  We request that you DO NOT use 
time during the school day to engage the teacher in a parent-teacher 
conference.  Teachers will be happy to meet with you during a time when 
instruction is not taking place to discuss your child’s progress.  For the 
safety of our students, we must require all persons visiting the school to stop 
at the front office and sign-in.  
 
HOME/SCHOOL COMPACTS 
As a result of our Title I status, each parent, student and teacher will be 
asked to enter into an agreement stating promotion of student achievement. 
Compacts make sure everyone owns the responsibility of helping children 
achieve high academic standards.  Compacts will be sent home with each 
student at the beginning of the school year.  
 
VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS 
We strongly encourage parents to take an active role in their child’s 
education.  Parent involvement is key to the success of our School 
Improvement Council and our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). 
Involvement opportunities are made available through our parenting 
workshops, Family Fun Night, PTO meetings, and other family activities 
that occur throughout the school year.  Use of our on-site Parenting Center is 
available during school hours.  Parenting materials, videos, books are 
available for you to take home.  Mrs. Rachel Marino, Coordinating Teacher, 
will be happy to assist you with your needs.  Volunteers are required by the 
Darlington County School District to complete a background check for a 
cost of $12.00.  Forms can be picked up in the school office. 
 
 
NOTES REQUIRED FROM PARENTS 
The school requires notes from parents explaining the following:  

● Student absences (Excuses must be turned in within 5 days after the 
absence.) 

● Request for early dismissal 
● Permission for field trips 
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● Change in transportation 
● Change of address or telephone number  
● Allergic reaction:  milk, food, etc. 
● Medicine 

 
 

The Darlington County School District does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, or handicap in admission to, treatment in 
its programs and activities. 
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